Board Resolution on Mask-Choice for K-12 Schools 

WHEREAS, numerous studies and the CDC confirm that children are at an incredibly low risk of severe disease,  long-term side effects  and death from COVID-19,  with a mortality risk substantially less than from influenza  or common activities such as riding in a car or swimming; and 
WHEREAS, numerous studies found low case rates in countries where schools did not require masks, and studies published by the CDC and the COVID-19 School Response Dashboard found no difference in case rates between schools with and without student mask mandates; and  
WHEREAS, recent studies have shown that mask wearing can impact a child’s language development, emotional development, interpersonal communication,  and overall physiological and psychological health; and 
WHERAS, Capistrano Unified School District (CUSD) parents should be able to send their children back to school in full confidence that their children will be able to learn mask-free and be able to engage in mask-free communications with their educators
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Board establishes the following goals: 
o Advocate in writing to the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) for parental choice in masking should CDPH choose to recommend another masking mandate.
o Commit to parental choice in masking children in public schools.
o Ensure that mask mandates will NOT return to CUSD.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board is committed to assisting schools in returning to normalcy in the classroom, including the commitment to oppose mask mandates.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board will transmit official copies of this resolution to the following: Superintendents for all school districts within the county, the County Department of Public Health, the County Department of Education, California Congressmembers, the California Governor, the California Department of Public Health, and any other entities the Board deems appropriate for this resolution. 
Adopted this ____ day of __________________ in 2022. 
Motion made by: Second made by: Members voting “aye”: Members voting “no”: Members abstaining: Members not present: 
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